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Washington, B. C. 

Bear Gordon-. 



World and Asian attitudes towards the use of nuclear 
weapons in general and local wars have been discussed in a 
msaber of National Intelligence Sstisatee or®* the past few 
r^rs. In particular, 1 would call your attention to HIE 
100-4H??* "Implications of Growing !fuclear Capabilities for 
the Communist Hoc and the Free Sorld,* 9 July 1957 . and 

100-7*53* *Siao-SoTiet and Free World Reactions to U* s. 
use of Nuclear Weapons in Limited tar# in the Far Last*, which 
is now in process In response to NSC Action 193b d and due 
for final approval and publications on 22 July 1?$B. 

I might comment that it 1# extremely difficult to make 
accurate generalisation concerning '’Asian" reactions to the use 
of nuclear weapons. Such reactions would vary considerably 
^ oa country to country, between various groups within ary- 
given country, and with the particular circumstances of the case. 


In general I believe It impossible to say that the peoples 
and leaders of Asia are ary more or ajy less concerned about 
the use of the nuclear weapons in general war than are the 
peoples and leaders in other regions of the free world. Few 
wodLd wish to see the Sloe triumph in ary military engagement 
and mary would support western use of nuclear weapons if necessary 
to prevent such a triumph. * 
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One problem for th« 17. S. involves the seating of local 
aggraasion in the Far Seat. It la Imre that we believe 8. S, 
net of nod ear weapons would stimulate a strong reaction among 
most Asians* save for the leaders of the HQK* the Republic of 
China, Vietnam* and possibly the Philippines. Unless the 
CoasEudst attack were a large-scale, blatant effort at expan- 
sion* the V, 3. would be condemned for "again* using nuclear 
weapons against "Asians* (the racial issue) and of increasing 
the dangers of general war* 


If the National Batina tea referred to above are not 
available to you, I should be glad to send you copies* 


Allen W. Dulles 
Director 


( 0D :I: JCG:jts , 9 July 1958) 

Last page rewritten by AWD lU July 1958 
Distribution: 


D&l 

1 

2 
1 
1 


- Fwd . 

- DCI4^> 

- DDL 

- OMi^ 

-•m - ^ 


/cL. 




(4# i * 

'Concur: 
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DP/l concurred in original 


Deputy Director (Intelligence) 


10 July 1958 
Date 
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tfeal problem for the 0, $» involves local aggression 
in the Far last. It is here that we believe U. S, use of mir.iear 
weapons would stimulate a strong reaction among all Asians, 
save for the leaders of the 2QK, the Republic of China, Yietn&n, 
and possibly the Philippines, Unless the Cossmaist attack were 
a large-scale, latent effort at expansion, the U. S, would 
be condemned for * again” using weapons against ’’Asians* (the 
racial issue) And 6f unnecessarily increasing the dangers of 
general war. 


Allen w « Dulles 
Director 
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Allen W. Dulles 
Director 
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Executive Regigtry 


gjLAJ. 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


WASHINGTON 



Dear Allen: 

You will recall that in Admiral Stump's speech 
at Quantico he said that from his experience the great 
fear among Asians was not that we would use nuclear 
weapons in a conflict but that we would not. I have 
heard others who have been stationed or who have 
travelled in Asia say the same thing. On the other 
hand, as you well know, there is constantly voiced 
concern here in Washington that we would lose our 
Asian friends if they were told that we were planning 
to use nuclear weapons. 

I find myself without a basis for a view in which 
I would have confidence. 


Have you ever made a study of this matter, 
and if so could you identify it for me? 

Sincerely, 


Gordon Gray 
Director 


Honorable Allen W. Dulles 
Director of Central Intelligence 
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